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as an address to St. Peter, who could witness to the truth
of what he said; he quoted the authority given to him to
bind and to loose, he recited the king's offences, he declared
him to be deprived of his German and Italian thrones and
his subjects absolved from their oaths of allegiance ; finally,
he pronounced a solemn excommunication. The more
detailed justification of his actions he wrote in letters to the
German princes, and of his power to excommunicate and
depose the king in a letter to bishop Herman of Metz. The
papal point of view thus received clear expression, and it was
echoed in numerous pamphlets by his supporters.
So began the great contest between Pope and Emperor,
Henry eac^ proclaiming his power to judge and to condemn the
other* while declaring himself to be above all earthly judg-
ment. Beside this great issue, subsidiary questions such as
lay investiture faded into the background. Each power had
pronounced sentence on the other, and the validity of these
sentences was now to be put to the proof. It was soon made
evident that Henry's hasty action had not power to justify
it; he had fatally over-estimated his strength. As in 1073,
he had reckoned without the dukes of Suabia, Bavaria, and
Ciirintlnu, who were alarmed by the completeness of his
victory over the Saxons and feared that he had become
independent of their assistance. They took advantage of his
breach with the Pope to assert themselves again, and this
time they were determined that the control of affairs should
not escape from their direction. They were no longer con-
tent to hold the balance between king and Saxons; they
actually joined forces with the Saxon leaders, who had man-
aged to escape the guards Henry had set over them, and
accepting the papal excommunication gained ecclesiastical
sanction for their rebellion. They rapidly perfected their
plans and began to close in upon the king,
Hi»	Heury was quite unprepared for this powerful and unex-
humWatioa pCcted coalition; the forces he was able to collect were
inadequate, and they rapidly began to dwindle. For, while
lesser men were perplexed as to their duty to an excom-
municated king, the bishops who had sat with him in judg-
ment on the Pope deserted the losing cause and hastened to
Italy to seek papal absolution- At last, in October, Henry
and his enemies faced one another at Oppenheim and Tribur,

